
SUICIDE: NORTH DAKOTA 2015 FACTS & FIGURES

On average, 
one person  
dies by suicide  
every three days  
in the state.

Suicide cost North Dakota a total of 
$140,345,000 of combined lifetime medical 
and work loss cost in 2010, or an average of 
$1,324,010 per suicide death.

Over nine times as many people 
in North Dakota die by suicide than 
by homicide. In North Dakota, the 
total deaths to suicide reflect a total 
of 3,443 years of potential life lost 
(YPLL) before age 65.

Based on most recent 2013 data from CDC
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SUICIDE PREVENTION 
PROGRAMS AND INITIATIVES

 The North Dakota Department of Health, Division of Injury Prevention and 
Control houses the statewide Suicide Prevention Program  
(http://www.ndhealth.gov/suicideprevention).  The statewide Suicide 
Prevention Program continues to focus on education of warning signs and 
symptoms of suicide and how to get help for people who may be suicidal, 
developing a systems approach to suicide prevention within organizations, 
and affecting suicide prevention policy.

 A collaboration team with representation from the ND Department of 
Health, the ND Department of Human Services, the ND National Guard, 
and the ND Indian Affairs Commission was formed to look more in-depth at 
specific suicide prevention issues across the state.

 North Dakota’s state plan, titled North Dakota Suicide Prevention Plan, 
2014-2016, was updated in 2014 and can be accessed at  
http://www.ndhealth.gov/suicideprevention/image/cache/Suicide_
Report_2014_Final_web_2.pdf.

 North Dakota law (§15.1-19-24) requires each school district to provide 
middle and high school teachers and administrators at least 2 hours of 
professional development once every 2 years relating to youth suicide risk 
indicators, appropriate staff response, and referral sources.  The law also 
requires the superintendent of public  instruction to collaborate with the 
state department of health to obtain and disseminate information and 
training materials to school districts and nonpublic schools, free of charge. 

GET INVOLVED
The AFSP North Dakota Chapter brings together people 
of all backgrounds in communities throughout the state 
to fight suicide. For more information or to volunteer, 
please contact:

AFSP – NORTH DAKOTA  
northdakota@afsp.org

BECOME AN ADVOCATE IN NORTH DAKOTA

AFSP’s North Dakota advocacy volunteers build 
relationships with public officials and advocate on 
behalf of sound suicide prevention policy.   

To get involved, contact:  
Nicole Gibson 
AFSP Senior Manager of State Advocacy 
ngibson@afsp.org
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LEADING THE FIGHT AGAINST SUICIDE
We fund research, offer educational programs, advocate for public policy  
and support those affected by suicide. Headquartered in New York, AFSP  
has 75 local chapters with programs and events nationwide.


